IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Please replace page one with the attached replacement page one. 

Please amend the first paragraph on page 1 as follows: 

This application is a divisional of U.S. Application Serial No. 09/990,073 filed November 
21, 2001. which is a continuation-in-part and claims th e b e nefit of copending U.S. Application 
Serial No. 09/638,772 filed August 15. 2000, now U.S. Patent 6,448,571, which are incorporated 
herein by reference to the extent permitted by law . 

Please amend the Summary of the Invention (second paragraph of page 4 through the 
sixth paragraph of page 5) as follows: 

It is in vi e w of the above that th e pr e s e nt invention was dov e lop e d. A preferr e d 
e mbodim e nt of th e invention is a radiation protection syst e m for shi e lding modical personn e l 
from X rays firom on x ray e mitter whil e working on a pati e nt, comprising on x ray tabl e having a 
first sid e , a second sid e and a top surfac e , th e top surfac e for supporting a pati e nt; a radiation 
shielding cubicle having an interior defining a modical personn e l r e gion, th e cubicle having a 
ceiling, floor, a first wall for s e parating the medical personn e l from an x ray emitter disposed 
outside of the cubicl e , a s e cond waW e xt e nding from on e e nd of said first wail adjac e nt to a first 
side of th e x ray table and a third wall extending from the first wall adjac e nt to a s e cond sid e of 
th e X ray tabl e , th e first wall having an opening for locating a portion of the x ray tabl e into th e 
int e rior of the cubicl e ; a radiation shi e lding scr ee n attach e d to th e x ray tabl e for cov e ring th e 
portions of the patient and the top surfac e of th e x ray tabl e locat e d in the interior of the cubicl e ; 
a radiation shielding flexibl e interface for joining th e x ray table to th e cubicl e , th e fl e xibl e 
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int e rfac e having a fl e xible radiation r e sistant skirt s e aling the opening; and an integrated 
procedural e nvironm e nt. 

Among th e obj e cts and f e atur e s of th e invention is r e ducing the radiation exposur e of 

staff in an x - ray laboratory. 

A s e cond obj e ct of th e inv e ntion is substantially r e ducing exposure to primary radiation 

around an x ray table and th e r e by p e rmitting doctors to p e rform fluoroscopic bas e d m e dical and 
surgical proc e dur e s with acc e ss to a pati e nt without being e xpos e d to e xc e ssiv e amounts of 
radiation. 

A third obj e ct of th e inv e ntion is r e ducing e xposur e to s e condary radiation in th e r e gion 

around an x ray table wher e m e dical professionals op e rat e on a pati e nt. 

A fourth object of th e inv e ntion is to minimiz e radiation lealdng into a cubicl e whil e th e 

X ray table mov e s r e lativ e to th e cubicle. 

Anoth e r obj e ct of th e pr e s e nt inv e ntion is to improv e th e archit e ctur e ^ configuration and 

d e sign of th e equipm e nt items in an x ray procedure laboratory as well as the efficiency and flow 
of such laboratori e s. 

Further featur e s and advantag e s of th e pr e s e nt inv e ntion, as well as th e structur e and 

operation of various e mbodiments of th e pr e s e nt inv e ntion, ar e d e scribed in d e tail b e low with 

r e f e r e nc e to th e accompanying drawings. 

In one aspect, a method is provided of performing a medical procedure. The method 
includes providing a radiation-shielding cubicle having an interior defining a medical personnel 
region and including a first wall having an opening therein, locating the cubicle with respect to an 
x-ray table so a portion of the x-rav table extends through the opening into the interior of the 
cubicle, and separating medical personnel from an x«rav emitter disposed outside of the cubicle 
using the first wall to shield the medical personnel from radiation emitted by the x-ray emitter. 

In another aspect, a method is provided of using a radiation protection system including 

an x-ray table having a top surface for supporting a patient and a radiation-shielding screen 
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attached to the x-rav table for covering a portion of the patient and a portion of the top surface of 
the x-ray table, wherein the radiation-shielding screen includes at least one port. The method 
includes extending the radiation-shielding screen over a portion of the patient supported by the 
top surface of the x-ray table, inserting procedural equipment through the port to access the 
patient with the procedural equipment, and performing a medical procedure on the patient using 
the procedural equipment. 

In even another aspect, a method is provided of performing a medical procedure. The 

method includes providing a radiation-shielding wall having an opening therein, locating the 
wall with respect to an x-rav table so a portion of the x-ray table extends through the opening, 
joining the x-ray table to the wall using a radiation-shielding flexible interface, sealing the 
opening in the first wall using a flexible radiation-resistant skirt, and using the wall to separate 
medical persormel located adjacent a first side of the wall from an x-ray emitter disposed 
adjacent a second side of the wall opposite the first side to shield the medical persormel from 
radiation emitted by the x-rav emitter. 

In yet another aspect, a method is provided of using a radiation protection system 

including an x-rav table having a top surface for supporting a patient, a radiation-shielding 
screen attached to the x-ray table for covering a portion of the patient and a portion of the top 
surface of the x-ray table, and controls for controlling the system, wherein the radiation-shielding 
screen includes at least one port. The method includes extending the radiation-shielding screen 
over a portion of the patient supported by the top surface of the x-ray table, accessing the 
controls through the port, and controlling the system using the controls. 
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